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Table. Laboratory data on the day of admission
Casel  pgr 43 U/L Case2  pgT 20 U/L Case3  agT 18 U/L

ALT 65 U/L ALT 13 U/L ALT 17 U/L
LDH 216 U/L LDH 220 U/L LDH 183 U/L
T-Bil 0.8 mg/dL T-Bil 0.5 mg/dL T-Bil 0.6 mg/dL
ALP 217 U/L ALP 169 U/L ALP 181 U/L
I-GT 38 U/L I-GT 11 U/L I-GT 14 U/L
CK 374 U/L CK 73 U/L AMY 82 U/L
UN 19 mg/dL UN 20 mg/dL UN 9 mg/dL
Cr 0.86 mg/dL Cr 0.82 mg/dL Cr 043 mg/dL
Na 141 mmol/L Na 139 mmol/L Na 141 mmol/L
K 44 mmol/L K 3.8 mmol/L K 4.0 mmol/L
Cl 103 mmol/L Cl 104 mmol/L Cl 106 mmol/L
CRP 0.18 mg/dL CRP 0.57 mg/dL CRP <0.09 mg/dL
WBC 3,900 /uL WBC 2,800 /uL WBC 3,200 /pL
RBC 5.37x10° /uL RBC 4.01x10° /uL RBC 46x10% /uL
Hb 169 g/dL Hb 106 g/dL Hb 142 g/dL
Ht 494 % Ht 33.3 % Ht 426 %
Plt 13.6x10* /uL Plt 13.1x10* /uL Plt 15.1x10* /uL
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Three Cases of COVID-19 with Persistently Positive Results of the PCR Test for Over 4 Weeks

Kwangyeol LEE
Department of Internal Medicine, Atsugi City Hospital

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by the novel virus, SARS-CoV-2.
The clinical spectrum of COVID-19 varies from asymptomatic infection to severe pneumonia. The COVID-19
epidemic started at the end of 2019 in Wuhan, China, and the disease has now spread to the entire world.
The rapid spread of the infection worldwide led the WHO to declare the outbreak a pandemic on March 11,
2020. Herein, we report three patients with COVID-19 admitted to Atsugi City Hospital, who contracted the
infection on the cruise ship, Diamond Princess, which was one of the early sites of outbreak of COVID-19. The
three patients had different backgrounds, including age, sex and underlying disease profile, and each had a
different clinical course. However, all three tested persistently positive by the PCR test for more than 4
weeks, which is longer than the average reported period of positivity. In this report, we discuss the inter-
pretation of persistently positive results of PCR for SARS-CoV-19, the appropriate instructions for these pa-
tients, and the optimal timing of discharge home of these patients, considering the available medical re-

sources.
(JJ.A. Inf. D. 94 : 579~582, 2020)
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